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Hello North Kilworthians! 

Lots of garden-related content in this month’s NK 
News.  As usual Hannah EDGE has plenty of advice on 
what you should be doing in your own garden this 
month.  
 
You can you get some inspiration by travelling around 
the area visiting some exemplary gardens that will be 
open this month with the National Gardens Scheme.  
 
Not only that but there are also multiple opportunities 
for you to get involved in improving the greenspace in 
our lovely village.  
 
There is a Village Maintenance Morning (see oppo-
site), a Millennium Green work-party, and two Church-
yard work-parties planned, so all able-bodied resi-
dents are hereby notified—WE NEED YOU! 
 
The churchyard has provoked some social media 
comment, so a helpful explanation of the situation is 
provided on page 9. 
 
I am still looking for a distributor for the Pincet Lane 
estate, so please volunteer if you live there. 
God bless, Rev Stephen MARCH (Editor) 
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Village Maintenance Morning 

The Parish Council is proposing a village 

maintenance morning on  

Saturday 21st May, starting at 1000.   

We’re suggesting that we do some work to clear 

the two flower beds at the corner of Pincet Lane 

and the A4304, so that the soil can be 

reconditioned ready to accept some new 

planting.   

We also want to organise a litter pick along 

Station Road and South Kilworth Road.   

If you are able to help with this, please let me 

know by email at  

mikesoutham05@aol.com   

Volunteers on the day will be welcome as well.  I 

suggest we meet in front of the White Lion and 

go from there. 

 

Mike Southam 
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NORTH KILWORTH BOWLS CLUB 

Our winter programme finished with a well attended Bingo night on April 9th to round off the winter season 

of social events. The summer starts with a coffee morning on Saturday April 23rd in the clubhouse from 10:30 

when the season handbooks will also be available to members. 

 The working parties have been hard at it and borders have been dug, grass cut, the green spiked, fences and 

the balustrade painted, decking cleaned and treated and all is starting to look shipshape for the start of the 

bowling season which commences with two away games (Rugby Police and Caldecott Park) at the end of 

April. A full list of all the season's fixtures is on our web site (northkilworth.bowls-club.co.uk). 

 Planning is now under way for our 'Big Bowls Weekend' event which will be held on Sunday May 29th. Get 

the date in your diary now and look out for more details of this exciting event in the next newsletter. 

 Don't forget the Clubhouse is available if you are planning any parties or other events and there is a bar 

which can be opened if required. Speak to any Committee member if you have any plans afoot. 

Contact phone numbers       

Reg Tattersall 01455 209126,  

Victor Hancock 01858 880610,  

Alan Silvey 01858 880043 

For further club news check our website or Twitter feed. 

Millennium Green Working Party - 21st May 

A working party will be held on  

Saturday 21st May 2022 from 9.30am to 12.30pm 

at the Millennium Green, Nature Reserve. 

Anyone can attend to help out, and all help would be 

extremely welcome and appreciated.  

Please do e-mail  

stuart235@btinternet.com 

if you would like to help or simply come along on the 

21st May. 

From helping to keep the site tidy, to pond clearing, or 

putting up bird and bat boxes.  

These are just some of the things that have been done 

in the past to help keep the site open for the 

community and thriving for wildlife. 

 

[Picture is a new owl box being installed by the team.] 
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St. Andrew’s Primary CE Primary School 

 

Our Spring Term has come to an end and all of the children and staff are 

looking forward to a well-earned Easter Holiday – a precious time to spend 

with families and friends. 

The Easter Story 

 In the last week of term, our children enjoyed an Enrichment 

Day focused around the Easter Story. They worked in teams of 

mixed ages across the school and rotated around eight 

activities exploring the different themes around the journey to 

Easter. The children had many opportunities to discuss and 

reflect whilst creating a range of thoughtful responses which 

are proudly displayed in school. We were proud to showcase 

these in our end of term service in school and were delighted that many parents were also 

able to join us. The children sang beautifully and presented their work with confidence.  

 

Fundraising  

Our kindness continues. Emma in Year 5 made us all very proud recently 

when she  organised a cake and book sale to raise money for the 

Ukrainian Relief Fund. She and her team were overwhelmed with 

donations and it was lovely to see the children making the difficult 

decisions of which cake to choose! Over £250 was raised – a fantastic amount. 

 

Sporting Success 

Our success on the sporting field continues: 

Dodgeball Team claimed a fantastic 3rd place in the County Finals 

Quicksticks Hockey Team are through to the County Finals in June as they 

clinched top place in the Blaby and Harborough District League 

Finally, our Football Team went to the Vale Stadium in Birmingham for the Regional Finals. 

They won their group, won the semi-final but narrowly missed out on a victory in the final as 

they lost 1-0. However, they are still through to the National finals in May – what an 

incredible achievement.  

 

Jubilee Celebration Reminder 

We are excited to announce that we have been successful in our bid for a 

road closure on Friday 27th May; this will enable us to plan a ‘St. Andrew’s 

Street Party’ to commemorate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. We would 

welcome all villagers to join us – look out for further details.  

 

Looking Forward to Summer 

 We are all looking forward to the Summer Term in school – we are proud 

to use our fantastic school grounds to support our learning whether it be 

gardening, sporting activities, performing outdoors, nature hunts or even 

finding a quiet spot to read, we make the most of our outdoor space.  
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'Jobs for the Garden - May' 
Hannah Edge of ‘Bosworth Bulbs’ continues her regular column of gardening advice.  

Things to do in the garden in May 
 
Vegetables  

• Plant out squashes, courgettes and pumpkins that have been grown 
under cover.  

• Pinch out the growing tips of broad beans to prevent blackfly out-
breaks. 

• Give support to peas and beans before they really need it to develop 
strong plants 

• Keep sowing successional salad seeds 
• Start earthing up potatoes to exclude light. 

  
Flowers 

• Tie in climbing and rambling roses – horizontal stems produce more 
flowers. 

• Control rose aphids by squashing them or making up a solution of 1 teaspoon of washing liquid with 3 
litres of water to spray on them. 

• Allow your spring bulb foliage to die back naturally and give them a feed to get a bigger and better dis-
play next year.  

 
Fruit  

• Put straw around your strawberries to stop them touching bare earth and coming under attack from 
snails.  

• Put pheromone traps up in your fruit trees – Apple trees need codling moth traps while stone fruit need 
plum-fruit-moth traps.   

 
 
 
Plantlife’s ‘No Mow May’  www.plantlife.org.uk 
  
Lock up your lawnmower and allow your lawn to bloom this May, al-
lowing wildflowers to bloom will attract all kinds of hungry pollinators 
to your garden.  
 
At the end of the month you can join the nationwide survey “Every 
Flower Counts” survey and get your own “nectar score” for your lawn, 
you’ll also help Plantlife learn more about the health of the nations’ 
wildflowers. 
  
Hannah Edge  @bosworthbulbs  www.bosworthbulbs.com 
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Leicestershire National Garden Scheme – Open gardens in May 

There are 8 wonderful and inspiring gardens opening in May across Leicestershire. 

Our entrance fees are modest, delicious tea and cakes will be on sale plus children 

visit for free. All together this makes visiting one of our gardens a rewarding, but 

inexpensive trip out. 

There are three gardens opening over the first bank holiday weekend in May.  

Hedgehog Hall at Tilton on the Hill, LE7 9DE, opens on Sunday 1st of May. A 

plant lovers paradise, there are herbaceous borders, a lavender walk, and an herb 

garden. The sheltered walled courtyard contains a collection of hosta, acers, ferns, a 

wisteria and climbing hydrangea and more.   

Opening on the same day is Westview, Great Glen, LE8 9EH which is a walled cottage garden including 

some rare and unusual plants, many grown from seed.  On display is small auricula theatre and stone alpine 

troughs.  

Both gardens open from 11-4pm. Hedgehog Hall and Westview are also open on Bank Holiday Monday 2nd 

11-4pm. 

Opening on the 1st of May is Westbrook House, Little Bowden, LE16 8AX from 10.30 – 5pm where it is tulip 

time. Over 10,000 tulips planted for the May opening and there is much to see in this splendid, 6 acre garden. 

In addition to the blazing colour of the tulips expect to see a new secret garden with fernery and water feature 

added in 2021, the courtyard which houses a collection of over 270 miniature and very small Hostas, access to 

the bluebell woodland area under a weeping willow tree and over a river bridge which leads to a folly, new for 

this opening.  

The following Sunday afternoon, the 8th May, from 2-5pm Burrough Hall at Burrough on the Hill LE14 2QZ 

opens. Originally an old hunting lodge built in 1867, it is a wisteria clad house set within lovely gardens with 

sweeping lawns and views across Leicestershire. For the May opening there will also be a small collection of 
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vintage cars on display. 

On Sunday the 15th of May 2 gardens are available to visit. Opening in the afternoon from 1-5pm is 1 The 

Dairy Swadlincote DE12 8DU. This is an exciting Japanese themed garden with Japanese planting, a large 

koi carp pond and over 100 rhododendrons, camellias and azaleas, six ilex cloud trees, many acers and a 

pagoda along with some natural woodland areas. 

Open all day Sunday May 15th from 10-5pm is Whatton House an ideal destination for a family day out with 

15 acres of garden to enjoy including picnic areas, woodland walks, a rose garden, and views of Charnwood 

forest. There is also a Chinese garden complete with a terracotta warrior, Dutch garden and an arboretum.  

During the last weekend of May 28th and 29th from 2-5 pm, 88 Brook Street and 109 Brook Street in 

Wymeswold open together and one entrance fee covers both gardens.   

88 Brook Street LE12 6TU is a quirky garden with three different areas:  the first has a mature ash tree under 

planted with ferns, camellia, astrantia, clematis, persicaria, geraniums, globe thistles and roses.  The second 

area has numerous water features and two topiary elephants. The third is a working area including a 

greenhouse, vegetable beds and an orchard.  

 

109 Brook Street  LE12 6TT  is  a 

garden of around an acre with 

lovely traditional planting of a rose 

and clematis patio, and a 

herbaceous border enclosed by 

yew hedges. This is contrasted by 

a wild area with a pond, wild 

flower meadow fringe and 

woodland walk. There is an 

extensive rainwater harvesting 

system that includes 4000 gallons 

of storage and a variety of 

watering systems operated by 

solar power, tours are available. In 

addition to tea and cakes, there 

will also be a plant sale.  

 

 

Your donations and purchases at our open gardens raise valuable funds. Your visit counts and by visiting one 

of our gardens you can enjoy a warm welcome, a relaxing time out with nature and help raise important funds 

for our charities.   

In 2021 the National Garden Scheme donated over £3 million to its beneficiary charities and we are now the 

most significant charitable funder of nursing in the UK .  

Our beneficiaries include Macmillan Cancer Support, Marie Curie, Hospice UK and The Queen’s Nursing 

Institute.  

For more information about our gardens including accessibility, entrance fees, dog friendly gardens, and pre 

booking visit www.ngs.org.uk  
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Goodbye to Bea and John! - Our long serving organist, Bea Poole, played for the last time at the Easter 

morning service on 17 April.  Bea and John will be leaving the village shortly for a new life in Pembrokeshire.  

The church, and the community, is immensely grateful to Bea for her years of service.  Not only did she master 

St Andrew’s somewhat  temperamental organ but she organised choirs and groups of musicians to add to 

many services.  Bea coaxed melodies from the group of handbell ringers, adding greatly to Christmas services.  

Musical competence, or the lack of it, was in her firm view absolutely no reason not to play a part in this 

pleasing sound. 

John has for many years acted as sidesman, carried keyboards and the heavy bell cases, put up music stands 

and lent his Welsh tenor voice to hymns.  Many will remember his years as Scout Master for the Kilworth pack, 

where Bea also produced Gang Shows to great acclaim. 

We thank them both for their years of service and wish them well for the future, riding along on the crest of the 

Pembrokeshire waves. 

Churchyard Comments—The Parochial Church Council (PCC) is aware of comment on social media regarding 

St Andrew's churchyard, although nothing has been said directly to any of its members or at the recent public 

Annual Meeting. 

In 2020 the cost of mowing the churchyard was £2,200. The cost of annual upkeep of the Grade II listed church 

building was in the region of £18,000 (insurance, maintenance, security, utilities, administrative and Diocesan 

costs). This expenditure was met by donations from the small number of churchgoers and some members of 

the community who offered financial support. The gap between income and expenditure was generally met by 

fundraising, largely rendered impossible by Covid restrictions. The church also has a responsibility to give to 

other charitable causes such as relief of homelessness, etc. In 2021 the PCC took the decision that continuing 

with full mowing of the churchyard at that cost was unsustainable, given that its priority is to keep the church 

building safe for the future and to maintain its spiritual life. Instead, a programme of reduced mowing was 

followed, keeping the paths clear, together with the area in front of the north door. This caused some 

objections although equally it was praised by some for fostering biodiversity. 

St Andrew's churchyard is a public cemetery as well as a churchyard and an approach was made to the Parish 

Council for a contribution towards the cost of its maintenance (not the full amount). Locally, many churches are 

offered such support. To date we have had no response. 

We have on average one service a month. The recent refurbishment programme in the church, which was 

funded entirely by charitable grants, not out of income, had the aim of making the building fit for wider 

community use going forward. This would bring the church back into its original position, at the heart of the 

community spiritually and physically. With the easing of restrictions we hope that such use will increase. 

Already some activities are taking place (pre-school group, Artisan market, etc.) and this gives hope for the 

future. This beautiful building and its surroundings are part of the community heritage and are worthy of 

community support. 

Churchyard Work Parties—will be held on Wednesday 18 May 2pm-4pm and on Saturday 2 July 9am-11am.  

Work will concentrate on the wooden path edgings, the hedge on the eastern boundary and fitting a handrail 

to the cellar steps.  All help gratefully received! 
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North Kilworth Parish Council—Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held in the 

Belgrave Village Hall at 7.30pm on Monday 14th March 2022 

 

Present Councillors: Stephen O’Hara, Stephen Bettles and Mike Southam. Also present was Katherine Clarke 

(Parish Clerk) and one parishioner. 

22-047 To receive apologies for absence—Apologies for absence received from Cllr Helen Stirland. 

22-048 To receive Declarations of Members’ Interests on items on the agenda—No declarations of interest 

received. 

22-049 To receive an update on the casual vacancy—There has been one expression of interest from a 

parishioner, they will be invited to attend the next meeting. 

22-050 To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 14.03.22—Cllr O’Hara proposed signing the 

minutes of the meeting held on 14.03.22 as accurate, Cllr Bettles seconded the proposal. The minutes are to 

be signed electronically. 

22-051 Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting detailed above—No matters arising that aren’t covered 

on the agenda. 

22-052 Question Time for Parishioners (15 minutes) - No matters raised. 

22-053 Planning Matters 

a. To consider planning application 22/00683/TPO— Works to trees (fell) (LCC TPO 4)  High Tree Lodge, 

Dag Lane, North Kilworth. Resolved: The Parish Council has no objections to the application. 

b. To consider planning application 22/00721/FUL— Demolition of the existing disused post office, change 
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of use of land for a jet wash bay, 2 EV charging spaces and 2 car valeting spaces North Kilworth Post Office, 

Lutterworth Road, North Kilworth. Resolved: The Parish Council objects to the application and has comments 

to submit. 

c. To consider planning application 22/00799/FUL  -  Proposed change of use from dance studio, artists 

accommodation and ancillary laundry building to Sui Generis comprising of 3 self-contained units of 

accommodation with communal kitchen / store and physiotherapy clinic with communal kitchen / living area 

(retrospective) Stable House, Lutterworth Road, North Kilworth. Resolved: The Parish Council has no 

objections  

d. Other planning matters—Vicary Plant – appeal to the Planning Inspectorate.  

22-054   Financial Matters 

a. To note the bank reconciliation at 11.04.22—The reconciled balance on the Parish Council bank 

accounts at 11.04.22 is £20,470.36. 

b. Accounts for payment on 11.04.22—Cllr O’Hara proposed payment of the following items, Cllr Southam  

seconded the proposal: 

• Minuteman Press – newsletter printing - £280.00 

• Harborough District Council – emptying of bins - Oct 21 to Dec 21 - £135.77 

• Harborough District Council – emptying of bins - Jan 22 to Mar 22 - £135.77 

• K Clarke – Parish Clerk salary and expenses - £493.15 

• LRALC Ltd – annual subscription - £273.12 

• S Bettles – small items for VAS – £26.44 

c.  Other financial matters—The Parish Council will investigate if any community groups want to organise a 

Platinum Jubilee event for the village and will look at applying for the £250.00 community grant from 

Harborough District Council. 

22-055 To receive an update on flooding concerns—No update to report. 

22-056 To receive an update on speeding concerns—No update to report. 

22-057 To receive an update on s106 monies  - Green Spaces group have sent MS a list of items they have 

discussed so far.- Green space at Station Road. Amanda Nunn has sent a letter with comments from the 

Planning Officer on MS and PJ letters. 

22-058 To discuss any matters arising regarding village maintenance—Holly trees at the childrens play area – 

Jamie (UK Treeworks) - 21st May working party for the rose beds and litter picking 

22-059 To receive an update on the project to upgrade the FSA and the Sports Club 

No update to report.—The FSA have handed over the running of the FSA. 

22-060 To discuss Platinum Jubilee celebrations—Discussed under financial matters. 

22-061 Clerk’s Report & Correspondence—Leicestershire County Council have advised that there is a 

Temporary Traffic Regulation Order (TTRO) in place on Pincet Road on 19.04.22 for four days. The TTRO is to 

allow Severn Trent Water to undertake a new water connection and will require a road closure. 

22-062 Items for the next agenda—Updates on matters arising from agenda items above. 

22-063 To set the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council—The date of the next ordinary meeting of the 

Parish Council will be  

Monday 9th May 2022 at 7.30pm in the Belgrave Village Hall. 

The meeting closed at 9.04pm. 
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Launde Abbey 

We are very lucky to have the 900 year old Launde Abbey, East Norton, LE7 9XB as a resource in 

Leicestershire. For those of you who haven’t visited, it is well worth the trip. It is a spiritual retreat house which 

provides a wide variety of different ways in which people can find space, explore their own spiritual journey 

and go deeper. You can find details of what’s on at www.laundeabbey.org.uk 

I was recently blessed with a few days there recently on a pre-ordination retreat. One thing I  felt God say to 

me was, ‘Notice the little, take joy in the small’. 

So I took some macro photographs to remind me to pay attention to the little things around me that can be of 

exquisite beauty and be a real source of joy; if only your eyes are open and you are paying attention. 

For information, some of the 

upcoming Launde retreats are 

listed below. 
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North Kilworth Lockdown Memories Project DVD and USB Sticks 

‘The Life in Uncharted Waters’ film capturing the experience of lockdown in the village is available for viewing 

online either by usng the QR code below which can be scanned using your phone and it will take you to the 

YouTube channel ‘Lockdown Memories - North Kilworth ‘, or you can just type the following in to your browser. 

https://tinyurl.com/2p83ptaw 

Some people have requested a DVD copy or a USB stick copy to keep or 

share with others. These can be made on request.  

The film on its own requires a 4Gb USB stick. If you want all the 20+ 

interviews that would be considerably larger! 

 

Anyway, do get in touch through the northkilworthnews@gmail.com if you 

want a copy and I’ll try and oblige. 

 

Stephen MARCH 
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North Kilworth  W I 

A Polite Request 

To the parents of two children with very dark hair and blue T 

shirts approximately 5 feet tall. 

Please tell them it is not funny to disturb the classes at the 

village hall by shouting and playing knock door run. 

Speakers are expensive and do not expect this type of 

behaviour. 

Gaye Duncombe 

History and Traditions of May 

Day 

In Britain, Celtic people 

celebrated the festival of Beltane 

on the first of May to mark the 

halfway point between spring 

and summer.  

In contrast, the festival of 

Samhain (now celebrated as 

Halloween on 31 October) fell 

hallway between autumn and 

winter, on 1 November. 

Beltane is one of the few pagan 

festivals that survived the take-

over of Christianity in Britain.  

(Dancing around the Maypole in the 18th century) 

 

Many of our old customs that celebrate new life and fertility are still out there today, including Morris dancing, 

Jack-in-the-Green and dancing around the maypole.  

The earliest maypoles were probably young trees chopped down and erected on the village green with 

ribbons pinned to the top for local children to dance around.  

The custom of dancing round them holding the ends of ribbons was originally a Sicilian one, which was 

introduced to England in a London stage play in 1836 and caught the public imagination.  

Before then the dances could be raunchier. One in Elizabethan times which especially annoyed Puritans – 

reasonably enough – had young men and women form separate rings around the pole and dance round in 

opposite directions, kissing each other every time a woman passed a man (you can try this at home, folks!). 

 

[source Professor Ronald Hutton an historian who specialises in Early Modern Britain, British folklore and 

paganism. He is a Professor of History at Bristol University and author of many books including The Rise and 

Fall of Merry England (OUP), Stations of the Sun (OUP) and The Witch (Yale)  from idler.co.uk] 
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From the NK News Team 

The North Kilworth News is commit-
ted to supporting local businesses by 
including adverts in the publication.  

Throughout the lockdown we offered 
free advertising. However, now life is 
regaining some ‘normality’, we are 
going to reintroduce costs.  

The price of advertising is; 

• £10 for 1 month, 

• £20 for three months, 

• £40 for 6 months, 

• £75 for a year. 

If you would like us to include your 
advert please email us by the 20th of 
each month at; 

northkilworthnews@gmail.com 

Kind regards  

Sharon BURKE 

The North Kilworth News would 

like to again express our appreci-

ation for the friendliness and ser-

vice of our printers, Minuteman 

Press, Lutterworth. 


