Spring!
Last month felt very much like winter with
the unexpected snow but the past few days
have felt like spiring is in the air.
I don’t know if it is the success in rolling out
the COVID vaccines, or just the weather, but
it feels like there is a lot more positivity
around.
Of course, we are not out of the woods yet,
but it at least feels like we are at the beginning of the end.
Stay safe, stay well, look after each other.
We will get through this together.
Stephen MARCH—Editor

Muddy Church are encouraging us to make this a
‘Spring of Hope’

...as nature reminds us of brighter days we want to share the
greatest story of Hope—waiting for Easter.

What’s in the News?

Could you have a ’Hope Tree’ where you add messages of hope?

Letters……………………….…....……………….2

Or a ‘Window of Hope’ with flowers or symbols in it?

White Lion News………….….…….………….3

You could simply put a lit candle in the window at dusk.

Lent Community Cross..……….…………...3

...what will you do to brighten North Kilworth throughout
March?

Parish Council Minutes.……….…………...4
Football Club News…..….……….…………..6
Church Service Info…….....…….…..………6
Community Gardening ……………………...8

Bowls Club News……………………………..10
School News………………………………......15
Millennium Green…………………………...16
1

Letters to the Editor

Please note that all letters express the views of their authors.
The NK News supports diversity of opinion and good-natured, respectful, neighbourly dialogue.

What Are We To Make Of Jesus Christ?
In the December edition, the Avon Swift Benefice informed readers that, following a heavy decline in church attendance over the
last 40 years, the Church of England wants to change the way it does things in order to reach everyone with the ‘good news’ about
Jesus Christ.
In the January edition, ’An alternative view’ considered the church to have lost its way. It stated that Jesus was about humility, love,
peace, truth, compassion and equality and, that the church needed to return to following in the footsteps of Jesus and not those of
the worldly powers.
I found this to be an interesting discussion. However, I wondered whether some readers may have thought, as C S Lewis did, ‘What
are we to make of Jesus Christ?’.
Lewis wrote an essay in which he discussed that very question. In the essay, he reframes the question as ‘How are we to solve the
historical problem set us by the recorded sayings and acts of this Man? He goes on to say that the problem consists in trying to reconcile two things.

‘On the one hand’, Lewis says, ‘you have got the almost generally admitted depth and sanity of his moral teaching, which is not very
seriously questioned, even by those who are opposed to Christianity.’
The other phenomenon is, what Lewis calls, ‘the quite appalling nature of this Man’s theological remarks’. Lewis highlights the moment when the High Priest, conducting his trial, asked Jesus, ‘Who are you?’, to which Jesus replied, ‘I am the Anointed, the Son of
the uncreated God, and you shall see me appearing at the end of all history as the judge of the universe.’.
Lewis goes on to say, ‘The idea of a great moral teacher saying what Christ said is out of the question. In my opinion, the only person
who can say that sort of thing is either God or a complete lunatic suffering from that form of delusion, which undermines the whole
mind of man.’
Lewis discusses the Resurrection and the fact that the earliest Christian writers thought that, ‘Something perfectly new in the history
of the universe had happened. Christ had defeated death. The door which had always been locked, had for the very first time been
forced open.’ He continues, ‘The Resurrection narratives are not a picture of survival after death; they record how a totally new
mode of being has arisen in the universe.’
Lewis concludes, ‘The question is, I suppose, whether any hypothesis covers the facts so well as the Christian hypothesis. That hypothesis is that God has come down into the created universe, down to manhood - and come up again, pulling it up with Him. The
alternative hypothesis is not legend, nor exaggeration, nor the apparitions of a ghost. It is either lunacy or lies.
So, as we approach Easter and are again reminded of this man, Jesus, his claim to be the son of God, and the claim of his followers
that he rose bodily from the dead, what are we to make of him? Lewis states that we are left with a choice - We must accept or reject
the story.
Brendan DOHERTY

North Kilworth Wharf News
Gerry from North Kilworth Wharf writes;
“From 12th April North Kilworth Narrowboat
Hire can finally send our 2 existing and 1
brand new hire boats out on the water again.
Bookings for the next 5 months have been
steadily increasing since Boris made the announcement.”
Editor’s Note—
It has been quite sad to see the canal so quiet
over the past year.
We look forward to the pleasant sight of the
lovely canalboats once again in action.

Please address all correspondence for the North Kilworth News to;
northkilworthnews@gmail.com
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The White Lion
NEW TAKE-AWAY MENU!
Tuesday - Pie night 18.00 - 20.00
Chicken and Mushroom Pie
Steak Pie
Vegetarian Pie
(All served with Chip or Mash, Garden or Mushy Peas)
each
Wednesday-Curry night 18.00 – 20.00
Beef Madras
Chicken Korma
Mushroom Balti
(All served with Rice or Chips and Naan Bread)
each

£8.50

£10.00

Friday - Fish & Chip night 18.00 – 20.00
Beer Battered Haddock
Beefburger (Veggie Option available)
Sausages (Veggie Option available)
Scampi
Lasagne
(All served with Chips and Garden or Mushy Peas)
each

A Message from Landlord Cliff
£8.50

Assuming all goes to plan we intend to re-open on;

12th April 2021
as per the 'Road Map'.

Pre-Order essential to comply with social distancing.

Please watch this space as to opening times etc.

Please call 01858 882112 before 5.00pm on the day at the latest.

Cliff Wynn—01858 882112

Lent Community Cross
North Kilworth residents may have noticed a new feature in St Andrew’s
churchyard. A community cross has been erected. It is lit with solar-powered
lights and so is particularly striking as evening falls.
The cross is designed as a ‘visual liturgy’, an opportunity for our community to
express something of Lent in a physical way.
Lent is a time of preparation for Easter in which we are invited to examine our
lives, relationships, values and priorities and to evaluate where we are and
who we are.
All this as we look towards Easter and Jesus’ example of love for others, a love
so intense that it took him to the cross.
As we go through Lent we are invited to hang on the cross symbols of those
things that we would like to see less of in our lives, our community, and our
world.
So far there are items that represent pollution and waste, negative feelings
and emotions.
Please use this cross to express something of our spiritual desires as we move
through Lent —The Avon-Swift Team
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Parish Council Minutes
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held remotely via Zoom at 7.30pm on Monday 8th February 2021
Present Councillors: Stephen O’Hara, David Meredith, Stephen Bettles, Mike Southam and Helen Stirland.
Also present was Katherine Clarke - Parish Clerk and one member of the public.
21-014 To receive apologies for absence—No apologies for absence received.
21-015 To receive Declarations of Members’ Interests on items on the agenda—Cllr Southam declared in an interest in any matter
relating to the land at the rear of Briar Rose Close.
21-016 To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting 18.01.21—Cllr Stirland proposed signing the minutes of the meeting held on
09.11.20 as accurate, Cllr Meredith seconded, all agreed. The minutes are to be signed electronically.
21-017 Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 18.01.21—No matters arising that aren’t covered on the agenda.

21-018 Question Time for Parishioners (15 minutes) - A parishioner thanked the Parish Council for the works undertaken at the FSA to
try to improve noise issues.
21-019 Planning Matters
a.

Other planning matters—No planning matters raised.

21-020 Financial Matters
a.
To note the bank reconciliation at 08.02.21—The reconciled balance on the Parish Council bank accounts at 08.02.21 is
£31,965.63.
b.

Accounts for payment on 08.02.21

Cllr O’Hara proposed payment of the following items, Cllr Southam seconded, all agreed:

Harborough District Council – emptying of waste bins - £133.44
Minuteman Press – newsletter printing - £275.00
K Clarke – Parish Clerk salary and expenses - £460.55
c.

Other financial matters—No other financial matters raised.

21-021 To discuss flooding issues outside the village hall—Severn Trent have agreed to attend a meeting with Peter Jones and Cllr
Southam, nothing has happened to date. Cllr Southam will ask Peter to chase Severn Trent and confirm a date for the meeting.
Cllr O’Hara asked the Clerk to contact Leicestershire County Council to arrange for the street to be sept as leaves are clogging up the
drains.
21-022 To consider the replacement of the electrics at the FSA—Cllr O’Hara will circulate details of the costings to the Parish Council
prior to the meeting in March.
21-023 To receive an update on speeding concerns—Cllr Bettles is waiting for the company supplying the speed cameras to arrange
delivery.
Leicestershire County Council have advised that they are not carrying out speed surveys during the current lockdown.
Cllr Southam advised that there has been no update on the Community Speedwatch during the current lockdown.
21-024 To discuss s106 monies - The Parish Liaison Officer from Harborough District Council has advised that funds will not be available to apply for until later in the year.
Cllr O’Hara is going to talk to the PCC about the s106 application they have submitted to Harborough District Council, regarding
which pot of s106 the PCC applies to.
There is a small amount of money for play equipment. Cllr Southam and Cllr Stirland will speak to the FSA and start to plan upgrades
to the children’s play area.
Cllr Southam has been researching village entrance gateways and will circulate details of a company he has found that supply them.
The Millennium Green Committee will meet in the next couple of weeks and discuss their requirements for s106 monies. Cllr
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Southam will also investigate some options for the Millennium Green.
21-025 To receive an update on the project to upgrade the FSA and the Sports Club—Cllr O’Hara provided a brief update on the
works that have been undertaken to date. Cllr O’Hara noted that there is no gate to the tennis club car park. Cllr Bettles noted that
the hedge at the FSA could be reduced again to stop people hanging about in the car park. Cllr O’Hara noted that there is dog fouling
issue at the playing field.
21-026 Clerks’s Report & Correspondence—The Parish Council have received a Deed of Covenant to be signed for 7 Briar Rose Close.
Several trees have been removed on the main road on the instruction of the Forestry Commission due to health and safety concerns.
21-027 A.O.B. – FOR NOTIFICATION ONLY—Cllr Bettles will find out the insurance details for the damage to the wash pit, Cllr Stirland will ask for a contractor to look at the damaged brickwork. The Parish Council will chase Leicestershire County Council about
safety concerns regarding the bus stop on the main road.
21-028 To set the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council—The date of the next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council will be

Monday 8th March 2021 at 7.30pm
and will be held virtually via Zoom.

Spring Photos
Thanks to North Kilworth
photographers;
David HELSBY
and

Sally PHILLIPS
for the wonderful pictures
of spring in this issue.
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AFC North Kilworth
Focus on junior Football. Our Vision, sponsorship and access to all football initiative.
So our initial recruitment drive for our junior section is going great guns, we are still however
looking for extra players before we start training in the summer.
You can contact us via facebook AFC North Kilworth or email me at gary@zooprecruitment to
express an interest. We encourage all children to come along to a few taster training sessions at
no charge to get a feel for the club before committing.
Under 10s Girls
Under 9s Boys
Under 18s Youths (16-18)
In retaliation to the Covid-19 pandemic we are galvanising the local community and working to
increase participation in local children’s sport (football). These positive advancements will enable more of our community to utilise our facilities (North Kilworth Sports Club) with a focus on
our football constitutional values of affordability, friendship, and inclusivity.
Financially the pandemic has certainly had a detrimental impact on the development of grass
roots sport; mentally, physically, and socially we have seen the effect on our communities. We
are aiming to provide subsidised support through our “Access to all football initiative”. This
unique initiative offers reduced rates to children and under special circumstances further reductions for families that need it most. We feel that by providing opportunities for more youngsters
to play football affordably this will act as a platform that provides confidence and stability to their lives. To find out more about this
please contact our welfare officer Sophie sophiehou1307@gmail.com
How will we do this?
Everyone involved at AFC North Kilworth work as unpaid volunteers and work tirelessly to provide initiatives that will allow for the
greatest possibility of raising funds. We work hand in hand with our mother club North Kilworth sports club to develop a sustainable
model that offers value. All monies raised through our unique sponsorship packages will go towards the following and will be
matched by our crowdfunding platform. Children’s Goal posts, Football Kits, Training Equipment, League Registration Fees, Improvement of Facilities
So, you know the money being provided for sponsorship is helping in the most direct and positive way. It is a sponsorship to direct
equipment project.
Your Support
We understand recent times have been difficult for many, but with your support we can increase sporting chances in grassroots football for children and young adults in our local area. Any support provided, will be greatly appreciated and you will be more than just a
sponsor, you will become a partner of our great project and journey together.
Please contact our sponsorship and grants coordinator. Dexter. dexter_hayre@live.co.uk to discuss sponsoring kits, having an advertising board or sponsoring our stand.
Best Wishes Gary, AFC North Kilworth Chairman

April Services in the Avon Swift group of churches
We will keep our website
www.avonswift.co.uk
and our facebook page
‘avonswiftbenefice’
updated with details of any services in church.
Keep checking for latest news!
New family QR CODE TRAIL for EASTER!!!
More news in our next edition….
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Say It With Flowers

Services In Holy Week
Monday 29th March

7pm

Compline on ZOOM

Maundy THURSDAY
1st April

6:30pm

Prayers around the cross in the Churchyard

Good FRIDAY
2nd April

2pm-3pm

Last Hour Service on ZOOM

Good FRIDAY
2nd April

3:30pm

Stripping of the cross & prayer in the Churchyard

Holy SATURDAY
3rd April

Decoration of Churchyard cross & church with flowers (real or craft). You can
leave them in the porch with a note if you wish.

EASTER DAY
SUNDAY 4th April

6:30am
10:00am

Sunrise worship in the Churchyard
Easter Celebration Prayers in the Churchyard
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Road Map to Sanity and Fun
There’s more than one road map signposting our way to summer and happier times.
Alongside dates for your diary signalling the lifting of Covid restrictions, you should
also be adding those for some things that will keep those little grey cells sharp!
In early March, Rugby’s Percival Guildhouse, the independent adult education centre
on your doorstep, is unveiling its summer term courses, including several new offerings. Initially, when the term starts in April, just after Easter, all courses that can be
will be run online.
As restrictions gradually lift, the Guildhouse aims to open the doors to its St Matthew’s Street home and welcome students back in person. Recognising that this
may take a while, the popular day schools are being pushed back to 19 th and 26th
June around the time the Government aims to have lifted all restrictions.
Hands haven’t been idle during these past testing months. The Percival Guildhouse,
in addition to successfully rolling out courses online for the first time, has been working to improve its website

www.percival-guildhouse.co.uk
Now, from the Home Page or Courses page, you need only click on a main subject
heading such as “Art” to view a full list of all courses, with one further click showing
the details of a particular course.
So, just a couple of clicks to a world where sanity can be restored and fun may be
had. We look forward to welcoming you.
You can also call us on: 01788 542467
or email: contact@percival-guildhouse.co.uk.

Community Gardening Action
The grass verge by the church in Dag Lane has looked very sad
and neglected for quite some time so a group of residents decided it would be a good idea if it was re-instated when weather permitted.
The last weekend in February was glorious - warm sunshine and
blue skies and over those two days a group of us - all socially distanced - worked on our own patch.
We had very kindly been given some turf from a neighbour so
wheelbarrows, forks and willing hands to the ready we went to
work.
It is our intention to plant bulbs and wild flowers in the turf to
greater enhance the area even more.
It was a most successful and satisfying project to be involved with
and we hope you will agree that it will have created a much improved visual entrance to the fields beyond.
Liz Harrison

Editor’s Note—
Are there any other areas of North Kilworth where some community gardening would be useful?
Why not take advantage of the better weather and get your
neighbours together and see what a difference you can make?
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Church On-Line!
Here in the Avon Swift family of churches we are going to
get together on Sundays for Morning Prayer using ZOOM
meetings over the next few weeks.
They are taking place at 10:00am on Sundays 7th, 14th
21st & 28th March.
ZOOM is easy to use. You simply click on the link we will
email to you and follow the on-screen instructions. You
can join on a smartphone, tablet, or PC.
Email the office at admin@avonswift.co.uk to get the
ZOOM link.
So that you can follow along with the liturgy, you can use
the web address below which takes you to the ‘Common
Worship’ website which is free. Just choose the ‘contemporary’ version of Morning Prayer and click on the appropriate date!!
http://daily.commonworship.com/
Or you can download a free app for your smartphone which does the same thing—it’s called ’Daily Prayer’.

News From The Stablehouse
Sharon Burke and Stephen March do a great job of putting together this
Newsletter and each month they ask us if we have any news we would like to
add; and each month we are hopeful that we will be able to say we are now
“Open”, but of course we still cannot.
When we are finally able to open our doors to the public, we would like to
have an Open Day to invite anyone from the village to come and have a look
at all we have been doing here.
Meanwhile, our daughter, Sarah, has created a new website for us, so do have
a look there and you will be able to at least have a virtual look around.

www.thestablehouse.co.uk
During the last year, we have spent a lot of time working in the Victorian
Kitchen Garden which originally was part of the Kilworth House Estate.
We would love to receive any information anyone might have about what it
used to be like – so if anyone knows anyone who might know someone who
might remember what it was like or can remember family members talking
about it, do please pass this on to us.
With best wishes and thanks, Eleanor and Neil
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NORTH KILWORTH BOWLS CLUB
Well, as expected, it was not possible to run our popular
Quiz Night in February because of the Covid lockdown.
At the time of writing it is not known when we will be able
to recommence bowling but the committee are planning
for the 2021 season in full and will adjust this in the light of
the various stages of lockdown easing.
Although all Bowls England National Competitions and associated County Competitions have been completely cancelled for 2021 we are hoping that we will be able to play
some friendly and other matches during the year.
Accordingly work will commence gradually preparing the
bowling green for play and for an Open Day once play can
start.
Don't forget that, at some stage, the Clubhouse will again be available if you are planning any parties or other events for later in the
year when life returns to normal. There is a bar which can be opened if required. Speak to any Committee member if you have any
plans afoot.
Contact phone numbers

Reg Tattersall 01455 209126, Victor Hancock 01858 880610, Alan Silvey 01858 880043

For further club news check our website or Twitter feed.
(photo credit "Old English bowls" by benoit_d is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0 )

Family that has served North Kilworth for more than 150 years calls it a
day
North Kilworth Post Office, which has been run by the Howkins family since
1847 is sadly closing due to the Coronavirus pandemic.
Current Postmaster Julie Beisner has been unable to open her branch since
the first lockdown. The size of the premises of her village Post Office, makes
it impractical for social distancing and she was also caring for her elderly parents. Her mother sadly passed away in October and she has now decided to
officially close her Post Office.
Julie’s Great Great Grandfather Stephen Howkins opened the first Post
Office in the village in 1847 at a converted malthouse next to the White Lion
pub.
Stephen Howkins retired at the age of 79 and passed the reigns briefly on to
his daughter, Maria, then onto his son, Jamie, followed by Jamie’s widow,
Louisa.
In 1953 Julie’s grandparents, Frank and Vera (known as Annie) took on the
Post Office and moved to new premises a few yards away in Lutterworth
Road where the branch is still today.

North Kilworth passed onto Julie’s uncle Michael Howkins and Julie’s Mother
Mavis Beisner (known as Gilly) for a short while.
Julie, who had helped out at the shop even when she was at school became
Assistant Postmaster in 1988. Then, in 1996, Julie become Postmaster. This is a role that she has had for nearly 25 years. Julie also
studied part-time to gain a law degree whilst running the branch.
Postmaster Julie Beisner said: “I am sorry that I can’t say goodbye properly to my regular customers who I have served for so many
years. The size of the shop makes it impossible from a social distancing point of view and I have now decided that it is the right time to
close.”
Julie recalls how the person, who baked the cake for the fete’s guess-the-weight-of-the cake competition, used to come in annually to
use her Post Office scales for the accurate weight.
She also remembers someone who sent very smelly cheese from her Post Office on one occasion and someone who sent a brace of
pheasants through the post with an address label tied around its neck.

At one-point, Royal Mail had a local sorting office next door to North Kilworth Post Office and other members of the Howkins family
worked there sorting and delivering mail and telegrams.
With the closing of North Kilworth Post Office the nearest alternative Post Offices are Husbands Bosworth, Welford, Gilmorton and
Lutterworth.
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Some old photographs of the
office and staff back in the day!

post

The postie seems to have brought his
own dog!
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YOGA SESSIONS—Still, online.
While Face to Face Sessions are still suspended due to COVID-19, my Yoga sessions continue online.
When the Belgrave Village Hall re-opens
its doors I will resume some face to face
sessions, gradually.
Some sessions will remain on line.
Hatha Yoga and Yoga Light
Contact me For More Details.
I Hope You Stay Active, Safe and Well.
Fran Ritson—Yoga Teacher (British School of Yoga)

fran.ritson@gmail.com
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St Andrew’s Primary School
All the children and staff have continued to work hard during these extraordinary times.
During the third national lockdown school has remained open for the children of keyworkers and
vulnerable pupils.
Teachers have been delivering online lessons to the children at home, as well as teaching the children in school.
It is fair to say we have all learned a lot of new skills as a result of this new way of working, particularly in IT!
We are so proud of our children and their parents for all the hard work they have been doing , often juggling their own job
at home as well as managing home schooling. Not an easy task.
We have had a couple of snow days this month, and children have been out and about enjoying the snow. We have seen
some fabulous snow men, ladies, and sculptures, as well as an impressive full-size snowman who appeared in the school
car park!
The children really enjoyed taking photos of their snow creations as well as the village in the snow!

And the first signs of Spring are beginning to appear in our school gardens – it is safe to say it has been an interesting
month as far as the weather goes!
We have enjoyed our winter weather but are looking forward to warmer days ahead.
We are looking forward to welcoming all children

Back to school on March 8th!
If you have applied for a place at our school for September 2021, and you would like more information about the school,
please contact the school office on 01858 880430.
Currently we are unable to schedule in tours however please keep an eye on our social media platforms for updates.
Follow us on Twitter, Facebook

or visit our website on www.standrewsnorthkilworth.co.uk .
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NORTH KILWORTH MILLENNIUM GREEN TRUST
SAVE THE DATE!

Subject to the easing of lockdown progressing as currently planned, the Millennium Green Trust are hopeful that they will be able to
hold the

Annual BBQ on Saturday 3rd July 2021
Please save the date and look out for further news on the event in due course.
MILLENNIUM GREEN CLUB WINNERS
Following the February 2021 meeting the winners of the Millennium Green Club since lockdown restrictions began have been announced: March 2020 - £50 - Peter Jones, April 2020 - £50 - Andy Evans, May 2020 - £50 - Tim and Jane Westaway, June 2020 - £50 Chris and Pat Knight, July 2020 - £50 - Audrey Havercroft, August 2020 - £50 - John Green, September 2020 - £50 - Chris and Pat
Knight, October 2020 - £50 - Peter and Ruth Lawrence, November 2020 - £50 - Rona Purdham, December 2020 - £250.00 - Liz Jones,
January 2021 - £50.00 - David Gasden, February 2021 - £50.00 - William Beasley

MILLENNIUM GREEN WORKING PARTY
There has been a lot of interest recently in the Millennium Green, particularly regarding the issue of dogs. If you would like to help
maintain this beautiful space and find out more about the Millennium Green please come along to our next socially-distanced working party on Saturday 20th March 2021 from 9am to 12noon. The Millennium Green Trust are all volunteers and any additional help
at working parties is always very much appreciated.
Any queries relating to the Millennium Green can be directed to nkmillenniumgreentrust@hotmail.com
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