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KEEPING YOU INFORMED

Just a few items of information for you…..
We are not printing an edition of the North
Kilworth News for the second month running due to the continued
situation of lockdown for much of our lives
and livelihoods.

the moment but it is such a historic point
in time that future generations will be
interested to learn about it.
When the newsletter returns we plan to
offer local businesses the opportunity for
some free advertising in the News.

However we have been sent a couple of
items of information and so have put
together this page which can be displayed Belinda and Sharon
on the Parish Council website.
northkilworthnews@gmail.
We have also had some great photos
sent in by Sally Phillips taken on the 75th
Anniversary of VE Day on the 8th May.
As well as some cheerful decorations
there are some super looking spreads of
food. I’m sure that many people were
able to enjoy the day even if it was not the
street parties that had been planned. If
we could have some write ups of what
you did on this special occasion we would
love to receive your email.
Likewise if you can send us in your
thoughts on how you have spent your
time during lockdown it would be great to
be able to put together the information for
a future edition. It may not feel good at

Many thanks to David Helsby for this
beautiful photo of narcissii.
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Avon-Swift Family of Churches ~ June 2020
Endings and Beginnings
For many of us, as we move into the sunny month of June, it’s usually a time of planning new
beginnings. We might have children or grandchildren who are moving up to the next school year
– or even onto a new school or university. There are usually new jobs and even house moves to
plan.
In the Church, it’s also a time of new beginnings, as ministers come to the end of one part of
their training and prepare to move on to the next stage. As some of you may know, this is the
stage I’m now at.
As I began my training at “vicar school” almost two years ago, I also began serving in the eleven
churches and communities of Avon-Swift. Some things felt familiar, and some things were new
experiences. As I’ve got to know people, I’ve really loved my time ministering in these village
communities. The churches often play an important role here, and it’s been a joy and privilege to
be a part of that connection.

I find myself a time of transition. In my head I’d imagined the ‘last times’ I’d be in each of our
churches; my last service (with cake!), and my last school assemblies. Times filled with happy
memories and opportunities to finish well and say my goodbyes…yet of course none of this has
happened. Instead, I’m writing an article – and even that is online and not delivered! Ending my
time here in Avon-Swift is not what I thought it would be!
I wonder how many of us have expressed that sentiment over the last few months? So many
things have not been what we have thought they’d be – and we carry an innate sense of
sadness and even lament.
We’ve all crossed the threshold between familiar experiences, people and places and entered
into the unfamiliar and uncertain. There’s no doubt that it’s an uncomfortable and even traumatic
place to be: we feel as if we have little control over even the smallest things and the sands are
shifting beneath us.
Yet there is still a certain God-given rhythm to our days. This may be as simple and as natural
as the day ending and a new one dawning. These simple yet miraculous rhythms are things we
can absolutely rely on, and they keep us rooted in the here and now.
For me, even though this ending and beginning has not been what I had expected, as a follower
of Jesus, I have still seen the beauty of God’s creation every day as I’ve woken, as I’ve taken
my daily exercise, and as I’ve drawn the curtains when night has fallen. I hold fast to the future
promises in Jesus’ life ended on the cross – seemingly all hope was lost. But then came a
miraculous new beginning as he rose to life…and even more than that, he promised to always
be with us through his Spirit. This is God-with-us that, even in the midst of our uncertainty and
lament, promises that he will always faithfully uphold us and bring us his peace as we pray.
So, despite this time being nothing like I had imagined, I hold fast to God’s promises and pray
for his peace and healing for the world. As I move on to a new beginning, I am so thankful for
my time here in Avon-Swift, and I’m sad to be leaving – but I trust that God has something
marvellous in store for me in my new beginning. As I prepare to leave, please be assured of my
continued prayers for this most beautiful rural family of communities and churches.
Dawn Matthew

Church Matters….You can contact the office on 01858 882032 at any time and
leave a message

Grace Bridgeman
(Office Administrator), Telephone: 01858 882032; email: admin@avonswift.co.uk
Stephen March (Team Leader),
Telephone: 07910 766909; email: stephen.march@leccofe.org
Sharon March (Pioneer Minister)
Telephone: 07889 488038; email sharon.march@marchsite.com
Funeral Arrangements 07760 496096
Emergency Contact only. Out of Hours: Telephone: 07760 496096 (to hear a message)
To keep up to date see: www.avonswift.co.uk
www.facebook.com/avonswiftbenefice

“ ....At a time when many people are relying
on foodbanks, the Church of England in
Leicestershire is appealing for donations to
raise money to set up free ‘Cook and Eat’
Hubs... ”
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North Kilworth Bowls Club
Well it's difficult to know what to report about activities at the bowls club. The COVID-19 advice
from the government meant that we took a decision to cancel our Bingo Night on March 21st.
Quite what the effects of this epidemic will be on the forthcoming season is difficult to say at this
stage. Bowls England have now taken a decision to cancel many of their national competitions for
2020 as have Bowls Leicestershire. We do not know at this stage what the arrangements are likely
to be regarding our club friendly matches or the South Leicestershire Triples League. We do
however know that the grass will soon be growing vigorously and maintenance of the bowling
green will have to be undertaken so that it remains in good condition for play regardless of
everything. We should know far more by the time of the next newsletter.
Don't forget the Clubhouse is available if you are planning any parties or other events and there is
a bar which can be opened if required. Speak to any Committee member if you have any plans
afoot.
Contact phone numbers
Silvey 01858 880043

Reg Tattersall 01455 209126, Victor Hancock 01858 880610, Alan

For further club news check our website or Twitter feed.

Test and Trace - What Is It and What To Be Aware of
The NHS #TestandTrace system has gone live to help reduce the spread of #Covid19
Here's some information on how the system works and what to be aware of.
NHS Test and Trace will only call you from 0300 0135000, or send you texts from NHS directing
you to https://contact-tracing.phe.gov.uk
*WE WOULD ADVISE TYPING THIS IN TO YOUR BROWSER RATHER THAN CLICKING ON A
LINK IN A TEXT MESSAGE* You could, if you wish, visit this website and save it in your browser so
that if you do get a message, you can go to your saved page safe in the knowledge that you are on
the safe and correct page.
UK GOV have a webpage all about how the Test and Trace system works and it also contains a
section detailing what tracers WON'T do or ASK to help you avoid being caught out by potential
fraudsters https://gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works (if you prefer, rather than clicking
this link search for GOV UK Test and Trace)
Contact tracers will:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

call you from 0300 013 5000
send you text messages from ‘NHS’
ask you to sign into the NHS test and trace contact-tracing website
ask for your full name and date of birth to confirm your identity, and postcode to offer support
while self-isolating
ask about the coronavirus symptoms you have been experiencing
ask you to provide the name, telephone number and/or email address of anyone you have
had close contact with in the 2 days prior to your symptoms starting
ask if anyone you have been in contact with is under 18 or lives outside of England

Contact tracers will NEVER :
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

ask you to dial a premium rate number to speak to us (for example, those starting 09 or 087)
ask you to make any form of payment or purchase a product or any kind
ask for any details about your bank account
ask for your social media identities or login details, or those of your contacts
ask you for any passwords or PINs, or ask you to set up any passwords or PINs over the
phone
disclose any of your personal or medical information to your contacts
provide medical advice on the treatment of any potential coronavirus symptoms
ask you to download any software to your PC or ask you to hand over control of your PC,
smartphone or tablet to anyone else
ask you to access any website that does not belong to the government or NHS

